In the proposal relating to old age pensions which has been occupying the attention of Parliament, the stipulations which would debar those who have received Poor Law relief from receiving pensions do not apply to sick relief. This would materially affect the attitude of the poor towards sickness assurance, a form of thrift that has become more universally adopted every year. If the money now paid for this is otherwise saved no harm will be done, but the instinct to save for old age is not so strong as that which leads working men to secure a living for themselves and family when they are overtaken by illness or accident. The 
